
Students studying art at Young Harris College
now have a new space to call their own. The
Department of Art has moved from Clegg Fine
Arts Building across the street to the YHC
Annex building. Formerly an elementary school,
the facility has been completely renovated and
given a new life as home to the Department of
Art’s expanded studios and classrooms.
“One of the major benefits to having the new
space is that the art students have a sense of
community and feel like they have a place of
their own,” said Department of Art Chair and
Associate Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt. “We
now have two additional classrooms and a large
3-D art studio that will be completed for the
Spring 2011 semester.”
The department now has media-specific
studio space, including a painting studio, a
drawing studio and the soon-to-be-completed

sculpture studio. “We no longer have to move
easels in and out for each class as it changes,”
Whisenhunt added. “There was
virtually no 3-D sculpture studio
space in Clegg. This will be a
major enhancement to our
course offerings.”
Each studio has large utility
sinks and track lighting, along
with ample space to spread out
easels and drawing desks.
Additional facility upgrades and
updates are scheduled to be completed by the
end of spring semester.
“Maintenance staff is currently working on
faculty offices and studios, a new heating and
cooling system, hallway lighting and, of course,
completion of the 3-D sculpture studio,”
Whisenhunt said.
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The Young Harris College Choir
will host “An Evening at the
U.S.O.” on Friday and Saturday,
Nov. 12-13, at 7 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church
of Union County in Blairsville.
Admission is $10. All proceeds
will benefit the May 2011 YHC
Choir European Tour.
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In May 2011, members of the Young Harris
College Choir, led by YHC Associate Professor
of Music and Director of Choral and Vocal
Activities Jeff Bauman, will have the
opportunity to travel on a sightseeing and
performance tour of Europe. The group will
explore the Czech Republic, Austria and
Germany on a 10-day excursion, immersing
themselves in the art, history and music of
Europe's cultural hubs while performing in at
least four historic European venues, such as
Prague’s St. Vitus Cathedral, Vienna’s St.
Stephen’s Cathedral and Munich’s Frauenkirche.
“This trip will be a cultural and historical
epiphany for many of the students,” Bauman
said. “We will walk the streets of Vienna where

Mozart and Schubert spent much of their
creative lives. We will sing in magnificent
buildings that were built before America was a
country. Our students will gain a great deal of
perspective from their life-changing experiences
in foreign countries.”
“I hope to absorb knowledge from the
different cultures we will be experiencing,” said
Katie Marlowe, a senior musical theatre major
from Clermont. “I want to go on this trip
because I love music. I want to sing in a
beautiful cathedral—and hear how we sound in
different venues. I want to discover Europe
with really wonderful people, learn about
Europe’s music history and leave our own mark
on Europe through our music.”

Approximately 50 students are
currently set to embark on the tour. To
offset tour costs, which are estimated to
be $2,700 per person, a percentage of all
2010-2011 gifts to YHC’s Friends of the
Arts (FOTA) fund will be used to reduce
expenses for YHC choir members.
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In addition, FOTA patrons have the
opportunity to sponsor a student to
attend the trip, in keeping with
FOTA’s goal to promote the
exploration of new endeavors and
learning experiences.
“This is truly a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity that will help me gain a
better understanding of European
culture and the differences between
America and Europe,” said JeRee
Dukes a sophomore music from
Agnes. “I am most excited about
performing in European places.”
Several choral concerts throughout
the 2010-2011 academic year will
serve as fundraisers with all proceeds
going to help students fund the trip.
Events this fall include the Oct. 23
Acapalooza concert on campus in
Glenn Auditorium, featuring YHC’s a
cappella groups Southern Harmony
and The Compulsive Lyres, and the
Young Harris College Choir’s
presentation of “An Evening at the
U.S.O.,” Friday and Saturday, Nov.
12-13, at the First United Methodist
Church of Union County in Blairsville.
“When the community supports
the arts, my heart is touched,”
Marlowe said. “It means a lot to know
that there are people out there who
support what we are passionate
about. This trip will be a way for us
to broaden our horizons and enhance
our education. It will be an
experience of a lifetime.”
For more information on the Young
Harris College Choir’s European Tour
and how to support it, contact
Director of Development and
Planned Giving Jennifer McAfee at
(706) 379-5318.

European Choir Tour
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Dear Friends of the Arts,

So much has happened at Young Harris College during the
past several months that I hardly know where to begin. We have
new faculty and staff members, new facilities and the largest number of fine arts majors in
the College’s history.
Our art department has newly renovated space in the old Young Harris Elementary
School, renamed last year as the YHC Annex. The whole building has been spruced up
with new paint, a new standing seam metal roof and new lighting, in addition to many
other improvements to heating and air and other things that are not seen. The building
also houses our instrumental music rehearsal hall and the Towns-Union Educators Federal
Credit Union. Our art department faculty members have worked hard on this move and
look forward to moving their offices and studios as well—hopefully this winter.
Department of Art Chair Ted Whisenhunt has been a leader in this effort and has many
ideas for preserving this historic structure for many generations to come in the “green”
tradition of reusing and recycling that has been successful at many art schools such at the
Savannah College of Art and Design.
Ted is even more excited than I am to announce that Scott Dean has joined us as
director of the Campus Gate Art Gallery. Scott earned a bachelor of arts in dramatic arts
from Coastal Carolina University and a master of arts in photography and digital imaging
from the University of Lincoln in England. He worked at the Rebecca Randall Bryan Art
Gallery during his time at Coastal Carolina University and also served as lead
photographer for 803 Labs, where he regularly taught photography courses in
composition, lighting and photojournalism. In addition to his YHC duties, Scott works as
a professional photographer, regularly contributing to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution and
other publications.
The music department is growing by leaps and bounds. Approximately 75 music and
musical theatre majors are enrolled for the Fall 2010 semester, making this the largest
number in the history of YHC. Rapid growth is expected to continue, especially with the
addition of the bachelor of music education degree that is being planned now. While
welcomed enthusiastically by the YHC family, this growth presents us with some
interesting challenges such as working with limited availability of accompanists and space
for band and choir rehearsals, recruiting and hiring qualified adjunct studio faculty and
adding courses to accommodate larger enrollment numbers and four-year degree
programs.
We have also welcomed several new music department faculty members. Our new
director of bands, Mary Land, holds degrees from the University of Georgia and
VanderCook College of Music and comes to us after nearly 30 years as band director at
Pickens County Middle School. Mary is well known and respected nationally as a
conductor of honor bands and All-State bands and she is well known as a band clinician
at state music educators association conferences. During the next few months, she will
serve as an All-State Band conductor in New York State and will present clinics for band
directors at state conferences in Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.
Mary has been a member of the faculty at the prestigious Interlochen Center for the Arts
camps in Michigan for more than 10 years. She taught graduate courses for band directors
at the VanderCook College of Music in Chicago this past summer and serves as president-
elect of the Georgia Music Educators Conference. She is a candidate for the doctor of
education degree in music education at the University of Georgia.
Eric Brown, Dr. Chris Hendley and Frank McKinney are joining us as adjunct faculty
and staff members this fall. Eric, our new percussion instructor, holds bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in percussion from the University of Georgia and the University of
Missouri. He is a percussion instructor with the UGA Redcoat Band and the North
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Theatre Young Harris is introducing two
new series this year, making the 2010-
2011 theatre season the biggest
in Young Harris College’s
history. The Studio Series and
Almost Mainstage Series each
consist of two productions
showcasing student direction.
All performances will be
presented in Dobbs Theatre and
are free and open to the public.
The Studio Series will open this fall
with the renowned innovative Samuel
Beckett playWaiting for Godot, a drama
hailed by the New York Times as the
“greatest of 20th-century plays.”
Performances are scheduled for Friday
and Saturday, Nov. 5-6. In March, the
Studio Series will present the compelling
war drama Tracers, a play the New York
Times calls a “blunt, free-flowing
documentary collage” of eight Vietnam
War veterans’ experiences. (Due to
graphic language and violent themes, this

show is recommended for mature
audiences only.) Performances are

scheduled for Friday and
Saturday, March 18-19.
According to
Department of Theatre
Chair and Associate
Professor of Theatre Eddie
Collins, the Studio Series
was created to give

additional performance opportunities to
the College’s 50 theatre and
musical theatre majors.
“In keeping with the
College’s mission to
empower students, we
believe that our new
juniors and seniors need to
create their own work,” said
Collins, who credits the success of last
year’s student-produced show, Almost,
Maine, as what sparked an interest in
student-directed projects.
“The Studio Series shows were selected

this year just like shows in the Mainstage
Series–by proposals from directors,”
Collins explained. Ryan Bender, a senior
music major from Braselton, will direct
Waiting for Godot, and Tracers will be
directed by Josiah Bridges, a junior theatre
major from Jefferson.
“While the Studio Series will have some
faculty involvement, students will have
limited budgets and support from the
costume and scene shops. These shows
are a chance to really focus on acting and
directing, so the sets and costumes will be

more limited,” Collins said.
“The Almost Mainstage
shows have no faculty
involvement other than
mentoring and will have
rock-bottom budgets.”

The two plays in the Almost Mainstage
Series are Neil Simon’s dark drama The
Gingerbread Lady and the Pulitizer Prize-
winning play Rabbit Hole. Both will be
performed in November.

Theatre Young Harris to Showcase Student Direction
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Georgia College and State University Marching Band. He is active
as a percussion instructor with north Georgia high school bands
and is an active instructor with Drum Corps International Drum
Corps, most recently as an instructor with the Colts Drum and
Bugle Corps of Dubuque, Iowa. Eric is a virtuoso percussion
performer who is comfortable teaching and playing mallet
instruments and drums of every description.
Dr. Chris Hendley has a long list of accomplishments and
credentials as a vocalist, studio voice teacher and choral director.
He holds a bachelor of music education degree from Auburn
University and a master of music education and doctor of
philosophy degrees from the University of Georgia. He has served
as a public school choral director and voice teacher and as a
member of the music faculty at Fort Lewis State College and
Georgia College and State University.
Frank McKinney joins us as an adjunct staff accompanist. He
retired after more than 31 years as a band director in Florida at the
high school and middle school levels before moving to Hiawassee
as director of bands for Towns County Schools. Frank has a stellar
reputation as a superior band director and excellent musician who
is also a very accomplished piano performer and accompanist.
Our theatre department has been very busy planning a great
season. Beginning with two weekends of Cabaret, Theatre Young
Harris has something for all this year. Dr. Rachael Chaves joins our
theatre faculty having just completed her doctor of philosophy
degree from the University of Minnesota. Dr. Chavez earned
undergraduate and master’s degrees from Otterbein College and
Illinois State University. She is an accomplished director and an
expert in community-based theatre. Among her many

accomplishments, Rachael organized a store-front theatre company
in Chicago to introduce new theatre productions.
Kari Beth Rust is now a full-time staff member, serving as
director of the costume shop. Kari Beth held this position as a
part-time staff member last year and brings to YHC many years of
professional experience in this area. She earned her bachelor of
fine arts degree from Illinois State University and worked in
professional theatre in Chicago for several years before returning to
Illinois State as a full-time member of the ISU theatre staff for 14
years. She also worked with the Illinois Shakespeare Festival. Kari
Beth has added much to our theatre department since she and her
husband, Rob Fulton, joined us last year.
To say that things are really jumping and hopping in the
Division of Fine Arts is an understatement. I hope you will take
the opportunity to join us for our concerts, productions and
recitals. Remember that our student programs are open to you as
well as the guest artist performances and major productions.
Thank you for taking the time and effort to support our work. I
hope that you will take a few minutes to invite your friends and
family members to join you in providing financial support as
members of the Friends of the Arts at Young Harris College. We
really do appreciate all that you do for us. I look forward to seeing
you on campus soon.

Benny P. Ferguson, Ph.D.
Dean, Division of Fine Arts



Your support enables
the Division of Fine Arts
at Young Harris College
to continue offering
quality programming that
benefits student

development and enhances
the local cultural landscape. Friends of the
Arts supports Young Harris College’s goals
to enable students to grow and learn in an
environment of uncompromised artistic
and academic freedom and integrity.

For membership information, contact
Jennifer McAfee at (706) 379-5318 or
jmcafee@yhc.edu.

PLATINUM
Jeff and Diane Bauman
Cathy Cox and Mark Dehler
Keith and Cynthia DeFoor
H. Frank, ’61 and Clara Erwin
Benny and Betty Ferguson
Bill and Betsy Gustin
John and Linda Kniess
Men on the Move
James and Helen Yost

GOLD
Bob, ’57 and Barbara Bone
Eddie and Christina Collins
Richard and Shirley McGinnis
Kathy Fox Powell, ’73
Ted and Eloise Whisenhunt

SILVER
Harvey S. Cohen
Gene and Joyce Hall
High Country Harmonizers

Bob and Mary Keys
Rob, ’75 and Vickie Murray
Rusty, ’88 and Rosemary, ’89 Royston
Fritz and Diane Simonsen
Larry and Angela Sorgen

BRONZE
Jo Bearse
Julia C. Beeman
Norm and Jan Bennett
Lew and Jean Caputa
William and Suzanne Carter
Rachel Lea Chaves and Gregory
McGrath
Roberta Chereck and Vince Cooper
Yale Citrin, M.D., and Georgia
Souther Citrin
Scott and Krystin Dean
Ted and Maureen Gustafson
Steve and Barbara Harvey
Ken and Sandy Johnson
Leon, ’55 and Judith Lee

Margaret L. McCamy
L.K. Metz
Arthur and Jean Nethery
Margret Oswald
Eve Respess, ’76
Alexis O’Kon Schlarb
Larry D. and Frances M. Smith
Sue Sorice
Amy C. Spivey and Timothy S. Moore

FRIEND
Don Berry
Henry and Helen Childs
Ki Curtis
Michael and Dawn Dickins
Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Endres
Dennis Gray and Kay Cameron
Raymond A. Groth
James E. and Barbara Holliman
John, ’56 and Patti Kay
Richard Knepp
Mac MacDiarmid

Mike, ’79 and Jennifer, ’79 Marshall
Bud and Judy Miller
Johnny C. and Urania P. Moss
E. Clatyon Scofield and Lucy W.
Scofield
Carol and David Smucker
Hong and Sunnie Son
Rob Sturgess and Laurie Tossing
Jerry F. Westmoreland, ‘70

IN HONOR
Bill, ’50 and Mary Ann Fox
Given by Kathy Fox Powell, ’73
Jordan Marshall
Given by Mike, ’79 and Jennifer, ’79
Marshall

IN MEMORY
Ruth D. Williams
Given by Julia C. Beeman
Jerry Wood
Given by Mike, ’79 and Jennifer, ’79
Marshall

Play a Leading Role in the Arts
at Young Harris College with
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Receives Gift to Enhance Music and Theatre Performances
Young Harris College has received a
generous $12,000 gift from patrons Jim and
Helen Yost to purchase two pieces of
equipment that will greatly enhance music
and theatre performances in Glenn
Auditorium of the Clegg Fine Arts Building.
One of these exciting additions is an organ
cage that will facilitate additional organ recitals
and rehearsals. The cage will also allow the
organ to be easily accessed onstage and stored
securely offstage for the first time ever.
The College will also acquire a personnel lift
that provides safe and efficient access to lights
inside the facility that are used during

performances, marking an unparalleled
upgrade in safety and technical flexibility.
“When Helen and Jim asked if there was
anything they could
do to help the
College, these gifts
seemed like they
would highlight the
couple’s love of organ
music and theatre
while also greatly
benefiting our
students, faculty and
staff,” said Keith

DeFoor, Ph.D., associate vice president for
academic affairs.
Helen and Jim Yost are long-time residents

of Union County and are active
parishioners at St. Clare’s
Episcopal Church in Blairsville.
Helen is a retired middle school
teacher, while Jim is retired after
serving in the U.S. Air Force.
“We truly appreciate what the
Division of Fine Arts at Young
Harris College offers the
community and us,” Helen said.

YHC President Cathy Cox with
Friends of the Arts members Helen
and Jim Yost.


